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occaſion, nor do I defire a better, than what 
gariſes from the concern hrs the late ho. 
nourable Provincial Congreſs had in promoting it. 
I am conſcious they au. N not chuſe me to this 
ſervice, m preference to my reverend fathers and 


ſuperior abilities ; but that it was owing to a ſps- 

cial connexion with them, and their pat 

that L kad a zeal, for the cauſe of liberty, the Con- 
in particular, anſwerable to their own moſt ardent 


erſuaſion, by exerciſing a Farbfulneſs that 


I moſt eandid allowances from ſo ref] potable an gu- 
I dience; as oft as my :knowledge is ſurpaſſeq by 
„ zeal, eonſidering that the laſt ſheuld predominate, 


venturing to appear here upon the preſent - 


brethrea in the miniſtry, from an *pprebeniog.of 4 


tinent in general, and. the welfare of this Colony = 1. 
wiſhes, I ſhall endeavour to ſupport the juſtneſe > be ö 


would-t ve ſuited the earlieſt days of the”Coun- 8 || 
try's bias and ſhall . my ſelf with the i: Sonu 


ow that the dme 8 for Wen. * - pl 
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* et i. 


exertidns.” F 


OS 
The text, upon which 1 ſhall, ground whit 1 
- -- have further to ſay, you have in theſe wortly 
of the prophet Feremiab, recorded in the 3 h 
Chap. 20, 21. ver. Their Children alſo Hall 
bt at aforetime, and their congregation ſhall be e. 
ftabliſbed befare me. end I. will puniſh all tht 
- BShproſi them; and their nebles ſpall be of iben. 
Rhone ſentence is not perfe&ted without the 
addition of end their governor fhall proceed fron 
. the midſt. of them— but the wiſdom of the Conti. 
*....:Hental- Congreſs; in-which we cheerfully confide, 
hath reſtrained. me from making it a part of the 
3 text. In an abler hand, and ſome fitter time, it 


def ilelf,Gngle'a0d-alobe, luffce for 3.con- 


; * 


© plete text, Amen. 80 let it be,” 
1 "nb — — I LEE 6 


3 QN having entred the world,depraved mankind, 
D and given a pernicious bias to every human 
Do heart, the beſt conſtitutions, whether civil or ſa- 
= ered. do after a while degenerate, the ſpirit of them 
 - departs, they retain only their outward forms, and 
© by degrees loſe even theſe. That millenian ſtate, 
in which many believe, could not continue vigor. 
dus and flouriſhing, through the period of a theul- 
ind years, without the conſtant miraculous inter- 
© Poſition of divine power, in reſtraining and keeping 
down the corrupt diſpoſition of, mortal men. 


© "The Jewiſh eſtabliſhment, both in church and 
* flare, was the ordinance of heaven given in at un- 
_ © -eemmon manner, and, at the time, the beſt in the 
whole world; but it was ſoon eorrupted, and at 
length ſo enormouſly, that the patience of God 
would not- ſpgre the people. The Jews were 

| Exerciſed with heavy divine judgments, for then 
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various tranſgreſſions in civil and. ſacred matters, 
and at laſt carried away captive to a diftant coun- | _ 
tiy. However, it was not their deſtraQtion, but 
reformation that the Lord Jehovah intended; and 
therefore, to enceurage their repentance, by let- 
ti g them ſee that rheir caſe was not deſperate, and ' 
keep them from fiinting under-their fore trials, | 
the prophet Jeremiah is commiſſioned to deliver 3 
to them the following gracious ſoul-reviving meſs _ | 
fave, viz. * Thus faith the Lord, behold, I will _ | 
bring again the captivity of Jacob's rents, ane þ 
have mercy on his dwelling places: and the city 21 
fall be builded upon her ewn heap---her former. _ 
foundation---and the. palate ſhall remain after the 
manner thereof, And out of them ſhall proceed. 
thank igivirig, and the voice of them that- make, 
merry: and I will multiply them, and they ſhall” 
not be few: I will alſo glorify- them, aod they 
mall not be ſmall. Their children alſo ſhall bs' 
33. aforetime,. and their congregation or aſſem- 
bly (for they are ſynonimous terms) ſhall be eſſa - 
' bliſked before me, and ! will puniſh all that op- 
preſs them: and their nobles---leading men of 
rank, the intermediate perſons bet y een the aſ- 
ſenbly and firſt magiſtrate in the land---ſhall be 
of themſelves ; and their governor ſhall proceed 
from the midſt of them, and I will cauſe him to 
draw near, and lie fall approach unto me: for 
who is this that engaged his heart to approach un- 
to me, faith the Lord? And ye ſhall be my peo- 
ple, and I will de your God.“. Here it's pro- 
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miled the Jews, by Him, wheſe veracity might _ 
be relied on and whoſe power could accompliln & | 
the event, that. their affairs ſhould' be bros bt. 
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| C 5 
Meir old form of goverment i and that they i owls 
have the ſatisſsétion of ſeeing thoſe puniſhed, | 
who had inſtrumentally occaſioned their calamitics, 
tor hat the Lord himfelF would puniſh ew. 


A people, when. under national judgments op 
the iron rod of oppreſſion, cannot help looking 
back to thoſe times, when the conſtitution was in 
a proſperous and healthy condition nor having 
un attzchment to thoſe modes of government, to, 
which they had been long habituated, and Which 
=: hey had experienced to peculiarly favourable, 
to the common rights of human nature, and te 
| - _ have ſecured them a greater ſhare of the ſame, 
! than is evjoyed by mapkind in general. An 
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when they are encouraged by x divine prsmiſe, te 
look back to them as what they ſhall be re-poſleſſed 
of, they muſt feel the moſt pleaſing emotions, 

next to thoſe ariſing from actual enoyment. 


| vis T: PETR Od 2 od $ . ; 3 £10 
b-- Ms Jews are told in our text, that beir ebil. 


| _ doth not neceſſarily refer to minors, being fre- 


quently, ufed in a much larger ſenſe : Thus the 
1 | 3 n 4 = : 0 4» 5s 

| chiſdren of Benjamin means the tribe of Benjamin 1 
| -- - the children of Iſrael and the children of Judah, ef f. 
| the people of Iſrael and the people of Judah. IN; 
Tb, cbilaren may therefore intend the body of I Fr, 
the Jewiſh nation ; and their being es aforetine, Nor |; 
their enjoying that former freedom arid proſſ PE | | 


with, which they were acquainted. in the b 
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4h ewiſh people ever oben 
knew were, Lapprehend, thoſe of the jadges ; be- 
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fore. their tae for grandeur, and fooliſh fondue g oe 
for being like neighbouring ſtates, made them 
weary of their plain, fraple modes and manners, © 
and put chem upon ehufing a reyal government. 
During the period of the judges, they were once 

and again, for their iniquities, given into the hand 

of oppreſſors: bat when their vices did not bring 
them under the giving jadgments, they were in the 

full exjoyment of fiberty. Every man's houſe 

was his caſtle---eyery man's property was his own 

he exerciled a ſupreme authority duder, and over 
his oO vine, and his ew" fig-tree; and, wherein 

he treſpaſſed not upon the rights of his fellow - 
creatures, nor-interfered with the Moſaic eftabliſh= 
ment, did that which was right in his own eyes, 
without being ſubject to the conttoul even ef a 
crowned head, much leſs of crown officers; for 
in thoſe days there waz no king in Iſtael. He 9 
could plant or pluck up; could build or deſtroy; = þ 
could ge here and there; could exerciſe domi- 
nion over the fiſhes of the ſea, ns leſs than over 
the beaſts of the field ; and could trade where and 


in what he would. 
The period of the jodges was not duly © tim 
of freedom, but a time of proſperity, viewed both 
in a civil and facred light, Where faocy, the luſts 
of the fleſh and of the eye, together with the pride 
of life, captivats the judgment, the Jews may be 
thought to haye been in the greateſt proſperity „„ 
dec the reign of S85/omon ; when the king made. 
lilver to be in Feruſalem as ſtones, and cedars 23 | 
amore trees that are is the vale for abundance, 
when the Jewiſh court ſhene wich a ſuper ior ami 
e 25 ne v 
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dazzling Iyftre; and when their public and pil. 
Fate buildings were executed in the higheſt taſl;, 
and with the moſt coſtly magnifieence, ſo as to be 
__ © the wonder of mankind. But had it been really 
the caſe, would the people of Iſrael have unitel 
as one, in the commenceinent- of the next reign, 
and have complaiged, to his ſon and ſueceſſor Re- 
hoboam, of his grie vous ſervice and heavy yoke/ 
Would they bate been ſo enraged with Rehobo 
am's an{werrig them roughly, 'as to forget their 
_ fondheſs for his grandfather, and to revolt from 
bim, crying out, What portion have we in Di 
vid? neither have we ipheritance in the ſon of 
| Jeſſe: to your rents, OAfrael? now fee to thine 
= -houſe, David“? Would all the tribes have revolted i 
1 except Judah and Bepjamin, whete the ſeat of go: 
5 Vvernment was eſtabliſhed, court influence was the 
greateſt, and the inhabitants menopolized the a: 
| vantage of thoſe taxes and impoſts that were col 
| lected through the kingdom? There js a nationd 
pProſperity conſiſting in. {uperfuities, that catches 
the imagination of the vulgar, whether in high c 
low life, but that weakens the internal ſtrength 6 
-2 pcoplis, and breeds many public diſorders. Hod 
| there is a national proſperity, form'd out of 1Ui 
. _ «temperance, valour, firmneſs and vit tne of a peo 
[ ple, in eaſy though not affluent circumftances, u 
ving enough to make themſelves; ſafe and]happy 
though not to entice others into the attempt 
making them « prey. -Of- this laſt kind was 1h 
civil proſperity of ihe Jews in the days of 11 
the more its confirmed in, this Kind of civil. pro 
pPerity, che fafer and longer, in all W 


\ 
* 


"REP "RY . 3.3%. | * 
1 Sis (7 ** 2 8 Fr 8 — 


8 N 5 J $4 
1 0 
42 


* 
3 n 


1 


= * 4 
8 * Ap n 


— en 


* a ——_— — ——— . gr I IDS ea RED ey RAR ma OOT PAIN — 2 — IE * 
. ) 4 ty 
- . - , d k — * i TIL 
. 1 
5 . E 4 
. 9 a . 7 
% 


will be the enjoyment of irs W But be. 


ales civil, rhe Jews were acquainted with 2 ſa- 

I pi cred profp rity in the days of the juilges.” Al. 

taſte, Wl jowing for numbers," is" probable that religion 1 in 

to be the powers of it, never flouriſhed more among 

really them, rhan in the beginning of that period: It is | 
unitel certain that Moſes was pot only a lawgirer to, 
reign, I bur a judge n Track. Joſhaz Nn 3 
Ir Re. the exerciſe: all-by power, ſubſect t to the abſer- 9 
yoke WW yance of that ch. which "Moſes had given, by & || 
hob which even Moſes | himſelf was bound, having te- if 
t thei ceived it fron God. The people faid to Joſhua, _.4 
85 all that thou com neff us. Te will 4, end W ye. 
in Da. . 


therſoever e us.20e will g 3 


ces, bs the moſt pure and "reli ons. Phe Per vaiing 


Y principles oFindividuals at fuck a ſeaſon; the po. 
videncial interpoſitions that 8 eye-wirneſles— 
th fre 5 


{on of as we hearkned: unto Moſes in all 7 or W 
o.thint we hearken unte the,” "And we Forte 1 that = 
volicul 15e) ſerved the Lordall the days of Foſhua, and all i 
of 90% the ind of the elders that our. libe Foſpin, who _ 
was we 1.17 feen all the great wer rs. of the Lord that he os _— 
the ad. Hr Hack Bat we Ire told, that after all thar - | 
ere cal 7oneration ras gathered ugs their fathers, there || 
nation aroſe another” eee after then, which tneu- ii 
(I BY the Eord, nor yet. the works which. be Fad done —- | 
high off or 7/7aet, ſo bet The children of Tracl did evil in 3 
2ngtl e ++; ſight of #be- 21 ant ſerved Baglim, and e 4 
„ 5% ihe Lord. God of their fathers, which brous 5 3 
t of it them gut! the land f Eg Yet, and follrwed other L 
f a peo gods, Eh exrlieft days of a ſtate are generally 5 ii 
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Haying conſider'd the ficſt ſentence in our text, 
let us attend to the next, in which the Lord ſayt, 
and their congregation (er ofſembly) ſhall be eſtab. 
liſhed before me. The Jews having à fixt code of 
Jaws, and a proviſion for conſulting and knowing 
the mind of the Lord updn {ſpecial occaſions, the 
| needed not as other free governments, an houſe 
of repreſentatives or, aſſembly; But they hai 
three grand feſtivals annually, when all the males, 
Whoſe age and, health admitted, repaired to Jeri. 
ſalem. The enjoyment of theſe. ſtated ſeaſons, 
calculated, ro keep up the remembrance of what 
great things God had dope fer them, at the com- 
mencement of their national exiſtence, to promote 
mutual affeRion by bripging individuals from the 
moſt diſtant. part of the land into an acquaintance 
with each other, and te afford them an opportunity 
for promoticg any ſchemes for public utility, was 
| conſidered as a bleſſing and not. as a burden by 
the wiſe and prudent. The reſtoration and con- 
| Srmation of theſe ſeafons, after they had been in. 
rerrupted by the captivity, is therefore enumer:: 


ted in the catalogue of mercies with which the 


Jeus were to be favoured. The cengtegation or 
aſſembly of the people, before the Bord in the ca- 
pia of the country, ſhould be fixt and confirmed; 

be made certain and perpetual. The Jewiſh. fel: 

- tivals ſhould be again obſerved with the voice of 

fa ſuſpenſion ; and ſhould be even heightned by 


upon thoſe that oppreſſed the Jews, . . 
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Joy. nog the voice of gladneſs,. without the hazard 


the exemplary puniſhment, that the Lerd would 


Thus faith, the Lord, I will punih alt that ops 


text, 
lays, 
ell ab. 
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preſi them. Was it abſolutely uolawtul for à peo, 
ple to wiſh for the puniſhment of thoſe, who have 
been the inſtrumental occaſion of their calamities, 
or to have a pleaſing ſatisfaction in finding that 
they are puniſhed, we cannot imagine that the 
ſame would be promiſed, in order to ſooth the 


F private revengeful, malicious {pivit againſt their 
oppreſſors, which neither ſcripture nor reaſon will 
juſtify : but an attachment to one's country, the 
cauſe of truth and equity, and the rights of man- 
kind the love of jultiee 2 deſire. of benefiting . 
the earth by public examples and the expeRation 
that the providential government of God will be 


% 


tunity niſhment will be inflicted, though not upon all, 


* 


y, was vet upon the chief promoters of our oppreſſion, 
en by i 20d chat chey will. oer be (uffered to eſcapeGod's 
q con- righteous judgments in this world; while in the 
een in : {pirit of true chriſtianity we pray, that they may 
umer:: be brought to that unfeigned repentance and ge, 
ch the nuine faith, which by intereſting them in the 


tien or 1ighteouſneſs of the bleſſed Jeſus, all procure | 


the c- then an eſcape from the puniſhmenis of hell, and 


firmed; reiſe them to the joys of beaven, While the _ 


iſh fel. Lord premiſes the Jews. to puniſh all that op- 


oice ol preſſed them, He gives them no,intimation of the | 


hazard manner, in which he would do it. They might be 
tned by WW apt to wiſh that he would punith in ſome certain 


would particular. way, preferable. to all others: but in, 


this they might be diſappointed. Infinite wiſdom. 


Thu fall ſee that the law of retaliation is executed. 
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ſufferings of the oppreſſed. Some may indulge 


thereby-/glotified, may ſead us to hope that pu- 


often varies the mode of puniſhment. Providence 


upon 
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| __ one oppreſſor as 1 the cale of Nn 


Os ſhall weise a fifth for the remainder of his 


| ceal 
ſou), filling him with a juſt apprehenſion that bis 
5 name al be e to the lateſt poſeniy. 


be conſidered, is, and their robles 77 be of then- 
FRlves, The perſons, accupying th 
honor, truſt, profic e 


them, by thoſe that oppreſſed and kept them in 


5 but in general, the latter are more likely to poſſel 


= =o 


---ſhall appoint a ſecon to die by the ellabliſhed | 
Jaws of the country, wherein 15 oppreſſion hath 
been committed-;-ſhall cut off a a third in attempr- 

ing to eſtabliſh and er petuate thoſe ' crue] plant 
he hath rojeged | and | promoted---ſhall catch a 
fourth b by "that pit 0 1 ig that ſogre which he 
bath contrived and prepared for the innocent. 


eye Oey ©» $44 we x 4 


dls: thoug} b life. is 1 . b e all his 


Kan che maſk and cloak” duden bien he con- 


former friends and acquaintance ; | 152551 man · 
Kind to flight and | ſhun kim as t bt of ociety, 
by making him 3 dy by-word. and a fink re: ; and, 
1 direct oppoſition to the frongeft deſires of his 


The laft os in dur text, Wi e ta 


& firſt poſts of 
ould be of them- 
ſelves, eiher 2 as they ſhould be natives, inſtead of 

foreigners . and ſtrangers, app inted wo ſet over 


fubjeQtion : Þ.* 453 they ſhould be N eir own 
chuſing and approving, and not forced upon them. 
n ſome few rare inftances ſtrangers may beequal . 
ly uſeful, frieydly and acceptable with natives ; 


us allen, 0 underſtand the PETS tem- 
wes | my 


£223 
iſhed | 
hath 
mpt- 
plant 
ch a 
h be 
ent. 
F bis 
I his 


lead of 
t Over 


em in 
r own 


1 them. 
; equal- 
atives 5 
poſſeſs 
1g (EM 


Nor 
4 I's af 
ra 


text lo the Jews ; we cannot view it 38 a divine 
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CC r 
per and to accommodate themſclees to it, Et 2 


the intereſts, and to promote the happineſs, 5 | 
the people among whom they Yeune. - "I as —- 3 
dc{ireable that the choice, appointment and conti- 

nuance of their own nobles Mou Teſt in apd re. 

main with a people, that there may bethe f. er 

reliance. upon their, and the fatal influences that 

they micht be otherwile under may be the more h 
effeQually guarded ägaihft. Evits may enſue 4 


times, from a natton's having and exerciſing hes 
right ; but thefe evils, in the preſent late of hu- q 
man nature, Will not, in all probahilicy,be ſo many, | 
great and permanent, s where *tis hot enjoyed, | 
Applicable to the prefent cafe is that trite obſer- 1x 
vation, that abſolute monarchy would be the beſt + 4 
government in the world, were monarchs and their I il 
jucceſſots per fett and infallible ; but being imper- | 

{c& and. fallible, they are ndt tö be truffed with 


an unlimitted power; and the beſt form of go- 


vernment is 4hat, whick provides befl againſt the 
abuſe of power in rulers, Fhile. it entrufts them 


with a ſufficieney thereof for the good of the | 
We have gone over the promiſe made inour — 


þ:9miſe made to -ourſelves, but it may lead us, to 


conjecture how it was with this. people in the ear- 


Ticlt days of their exiſtence---to ſearch into theis 
degeneracies, for which we may conclude that me 
ale now under Ilie correction of heaven---and to - 
femarle, that a reformation in principtes aud pred 


des will be likely to ee of 
the ſupreme rulcr, ſo far as isFarrant our expel | 
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ing, that, mag the orderings of his providence, 
K the children of this colony ſhall be as aforetime, tim 
| and their congregation or aſſembly ſhall be eſta. Wh in i 
| | liſhed before him; that he will puniſh all that | 
1 opprels them; and that theit ncbles ſhall be of : 
| Buffer me, ye worthy Repreſentatives of the nen 
; People, and this reſpectable audience, to ſpend 2 Hing 
1 few minutes in conjecturing how it was with the und 
| eolony in the earlieſt days of its exiſtence. The Hof. 
A love of berty, but chiefly of religion, induced ee 
1 the firſt ſettlers to venture acroſs the atlagtic, and MM tha: 
to take up their abode in this then inhoſpitable and 
| wilderneſs. They were under the ſtrong influ fam 
| ence of the moſt noble principles; though not Wi! i 
it perfect, and tinctur'd with the prevailing notion that 
x of the age, that religious errors wete to be oppoſed IM ſupp 
5 by the ſword of the magiſtrate as well as of the were 
I's Spirit, which produced thoſe, baneful effects, that of R 
5 have ſtain'd their annals, and that their poſterity moti 
i pretend not to juſtify : But may I not ay, that Mor tt 
1 thoſe who with rahtour condemh them in the {Wuber 
| . Jump, without allowing for their miſconduR, from {MWguid: 
1 . and ignorance of the times as to the Hlutel 
lghts of conſcience, khow not of what ſpirit they for v 
* themſelves are, and would be in danger, under thou, 
the like temptations, of falling inte the fame” miſ. Na won 
takes. The moſt valuable diamond is not without ier p 
it's flaw, And achapge of circumſtances may prevall Nprope 
? ußon different religious ſects, ro give up whar they {ere 
FE once viewed as leading and eſſential tenets in their Nisnec 
4 profeſſion ; fo that even thoſe, who are the molt Rand 
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non, that there is a time of war, as well as a 
time of peace; and that every thing is beautiſul 
in its time. JJV 
The firſt ſettlers being under the ſtrong influ- 
ence of the moſt noble principles, v May ſuppoſe 
that, in their private capacity, they exerciſed a be- 
nevolent-dilpeſition, and aſſiſted, inſtead of prey- 
ing upon, and taking an ad vantage of each other 
under their reſpective difficulties, being miadful - 
of the apoſtolic direction, bear ye one another's bur. 
dent, and fo fulfill the law of Cbriſt. Gal G. 2 — 
that they treated religion as a matter of importance. 
and were not indifferent to it.-- that they had heir 
families under a proper regulation, and diſcouraged 
ail intemperance, ira piety and uncisanneſs- and 
that they were ſtrict in their morals. We may 
ſuppoſe, that in tranſacting public affairs, they _ 
were diſintereſtel, were not actuated in the choice 
of Repreſentatives or Councellors: by low : ſelfiſh. 
motives, à view to their on Particular advantage, 
or the aggrandizing their on telatione , that, 


when they fought to the Lord by prayer for his 


guidance in their elections, they were not abſo- 
lately and unalterably deturmined, right or wrong, 
for whom chey would vote, tho'-they ovght Hass 
thoughtthe matter auer before, and-malk'd upon, it 
anong themfelves, in order to their being the hbet- 
er prepared for proceeding in the bußneſs with 
proper expedition and regularity»; that they. con- 


honed to Hill the ſeveral departmen ts in the. ſtare; 
and whether: ſuch. individuals were-ſo,guelified; 
mat they had a regard not anly to abilities, but 
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place over them for rulers and judges. We may 
ſuppoſe, that they did not ncedleſsly entertain jexs 


as to the methods to be adopted for the ſervice of 
the public ; that they were not bent upon having ſl 
their ron way, but in their dchates and confulta- 8 
tions were in ſearch of light to di ect them in the * 
beſt ; that there was the leaſt degree poſſible of * 


W 


next to the glory of God and the intereſts of reli- 


. themlelves of it. 


Would treſpaſs upon your patience ; but ſhall 


have got footing in the. community. fince the ear. 


cerning this + Yet 1 have the beſſ autherity, that 
ef the late Provincial Congreſs, for aſſtrting thit 


„ 
iategrity and tnerals, having an eye to Jethro 
advice, whereby Meſes was ecuniciied te provide 
out of all ihe people, ſueh as feared God. men of 
truth, (true mer) hating coveteuſneſs, hem o 


jouſics of cach other, and ſuſpect thoſe of being 
traitors, who did not think exactly with them felves, 


afl kinds of bribery and corruption; that the MW £< 
AriQteft care was taken, that the eommonwealth hz 
ſhould not fuffer damage; that they willingly fub- WM ** 


mitted to all neceflary expences to provide for its Ne 


ſafety ; that they did not, through either a timid thy 
or penurious narrew contracted difpofitien, hazard 
either its exiſtence or liberties : in à word, that 


gion. they Jaboured ro ſerve the public, and uct 


I fhall nor go on with my ſuppeſitions, leſt 1 
. Proceed to enquire into theſe degeneracies, that 


leſt days of it's exiſſenee. However ſome, miſ- 
taking the ſenſe of Slomen, may obje ct; Say nat 
theu,what is the cauſe that the former days 2were bei. 
te than theſe for thou deft not inquire wijely eon. 
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as 


23 2 people we are chargeable with /inſu] deckt 
915, and a great abuſe of thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings 


which God hath beſtowed upon us. What thoſe 
ſintul decienſions are, the Congreſs did not me n- 
tion ; hut, I humbly conceive, the general yoice 


will juſtify me ia remarking, that a ſtrange degres 
of ſelfiſaneſs has crept in among ps, leading us 
aſide from that golden rule, whereby we are di- 
rected to do unto others, as we would that others 
ſhould do unto us — that the importance of reli- 
gion has been moſt ſadly over looked that the 
very form of it has been neglected by multitudes, 


while the generality have given themſelves no 


coneern about the powers of it that ordinances 
have been flighte.1, Sabbaths prefaued, and the 
name of the Lord blaſphemed— that families have 


not been properly taken care of; the heads of 
them have not called them together to worſhip 


from day to day ; due reſitaints have not been 
laid upon children and e who have been left 
much to their own guidance, in ead of receiving 


ling upon line, precept upon precepr, here a litilę, 


and there a little. through the Irelp of Which they 
might learn to flee yauthfui luſts, to mortify the - 


deeds of the body, and to approve themſelves unto 


their heavenly Father, Were curſing, ſwearing, 
frunkennels and debauchery of various forts pro- 
portionably prevalent in former times? Were there 
the like 1mmoralies among the firſt ſettlers? 
They that are one with the hiſtory of this 
country will not venture to aſſeri it. I may allo 
remark that it has been complain'd of, that theres 
has been great faultineſs in the management f 


public. affairg---that improper gen, from Goiſter 


defigns, 


} 
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© deſigns, becauſe of family connexions; and to ferye 
'a turn, haye been choſe, put into, or continue 

in places of truſt or power that proper ones have 
been oppoſed and kept ont, through an unwarant. 
able prejudice, and becauſe they would not be fo 
the ſlaves of à party, as to be led, or commanded, 
or a@ without being convinced or ſeeing, ther 
oy felves, good reaſsn for what they Gd. ahn 
modes of corrupting have been adopted with ſue. 
ces that reprefenratives, inſtead of being in thei 
place, attending the ſervice of the public, Igree 
able to the expectations ef their electors, hay 
been ſpending the time in tranſacting their ow! 
buſinets - -that it has been evident, that many, i 
their votes and elections, have not been directe 
by judgment and confeience, hut by other motive 
and that by praying to God for his guidance, the 
have been only increaſing their criminality, by ih 
addition of the moft daring hypocriſy. Thel 
things have been complained of, and reported fro 
one and another, It is well knowp, that T bat 
not been long enough in the country, and eanne 
be ſufficiently acquainted with the characters 
individuals, and the fecrets of government, as | 
venture upon afferting that theſe complaints 4 
in general, or in divers inftances juſt. They mi 

__ have ſprang chiefly from diſappointment, vexati likely 
op, malice and envy 4 though I cannot but fei ruler, 
that the complainants have had, in paſt yea throu 


Poe foundation to ge upon, drei 


Oior degeneracies, we muſt contlude from tf fore! 
Tight of nature and revelation, have contributed I them 
bring us under the prefent n ſolve 
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infinitely. wiſe Governor of the unfver ſe; may-(ag@ 
] cruſt, almoſt to 2 degree of aſſurance, doth) de- 
ſign, by the conteſt now exiſting between Britain 
and the Continent, to eſtabliſh us in the enjoy- 
ment of our liberties, beſides favouring the-feve- 
gement ef them. But 


ral Colonies with an enlar 
the divine wiſdom could. have contrixed te have 
ſecured us theſe bleſſings, without making us ac- 
quainted with the horrors of war; andwt becomes 
ns ts impute it to our tranſpreſſions, that we muſt 
paſs through a ſcene of diffieuhies, ere we can be 
brought to the enjoyment of them. That ſame 
all- perfect Being, who, as Creator, hath ſo won- 
derfully made mankind, that vicieus courſes 
ſhould produce, and be puniſhed by bodily 
diforders ; hath, as moral Governer of the world, 
ſo conflitated natiens, that the hke conrſes fhould 
oecaſion public difeaſes and convulſions, for their 
correction, and, if not reformed, their deſtruction. 
Do we deſire; that our conteſt -would - finiſh in 


ſoon come to the end of our troubles, and not bs 
deſt, oyed; we ſhould certainly repent and reform. 


Jou have had it already remark'd te you, that 
a reformation in prineiples and practices will bs 
likely to precure the approbstion of the ſupreme. 
ruler, fo far es t6-warrant our expecting, that, 
through the ordetings of his providence, he chil-. 
dreu of this Colony fall be 2+ afbretime and theis 
congregation, or aſſembly, ſhall be eſtabliſhed be- 


them; and that their - as les mall be. of th 
el. This temark fenains 10 be inſiſtod mou 8 


. 
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the manner juſt now hinted at, and thut we may 


fore him; that He will puniſh -all chat eppreſs - 
„ 


EE 1 
I have net mentioned in it the word repentance, 
but a reformation in principles and practices ne- 
ceſſar ily includes the thing itſelf, There. can ke 

no ſuch reformation witheut a change of mind, 

* and ourentertainiag different thoughts ef paſt e- 
duct, which will of eourſe lead us to repent of it; 

and no repemance is genuine and godly, chat does 

not produce a reformation in principles and pradti- 

ces. We are now in an-unufual way called upon 

to waſh ourſelves, to make ourſelves clean, to put 

away the evil of our doings from before our eyes, 

to ceaſe to do evil, to learn to de well, and to ſeek 

n ,very kind of judgment. But conficering that the 
- faſt recommended, much to the ſatisfaction of the 
religious of all denominations, by the Continental 
Congreſs, is at hand, when theſe matters will of 

_ courſe. be fully diſcours'd: of, I only touch upon 
them; at the fame time obſerving; that an altera- 


tion of pra ſtiee muſt flow from a change in princi- A 

ples, or our relief will moſt likely prove no better ¶ conv 
than a temporary e .. The ſovereign ef may 
che univerſe may ſo far honour, in the fight of the I » 


world, an outward reformation of manners, as. to 
grant deliverance upen the account of it ; but 
where there is nothing beyorid ſech outward. re. 
formation the deliverance will prebably be neither 
complete nor permanent. Indeed - ſhould. we 
make. thorough work: of it, and reform in princi- 
ples as well as practices, we have lufficient warrant 
to expect, that God will gratify all our.wiſhes, 
wherein they are juſt and proper, he having once 
and again declared in his holy oracles what is tate 
tamount hereto, though I ſhall-quote the follows 


log paſſige only, ous of the 18 of Jer, 7, B. v0 
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co, A, ivhet inſtant I ſball ſpeak concerning 4 nation; 
ne-. and concerning a kingdom, is flick up and io pull, 
be down, and to deſtroy it; i that nation again 
bd, whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, T_ 
; N- hl 2-i/! repent of the evil that I thought to do unto 
it; dem. On the morrow there is, in ſome ref; pects, 
to be a new thing under the fun, that hath nor. 
been already of old time, the ſeveral united Bri- 
ith Americas colonies are to humble themſelses 
under the mighty hand of God. May the ſpirit 
of the Lerd prepare and carry us all through. 
the right diſcharge of ſo reaſonable a ſervice, then 
may we hope, on the moſt rational grounds, that 
the children of this colony will by as 2feretime; - 
that th-ir aſſembly will be eſtabliſhed before the 2 
Lord ; thathe will puniſh all that oppreſs themz - | 
and that their nobics ſhall bs of themſelyves. 
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ental 
il of 
upon 
ltera- . Eg 5 
inc Bf A man of a timid make, of ſittle faith, no ways 
better ¶ eonvet ſant with or forgetful of hiſtorical facts, | 
gn of W may be apprehenſive, that, though our aſſembly ia 
of ihe Wl gathered, and we are about to have our Nobles of Þ|þ 
, as. 10 Weurſel ves, this mode of goyernment-wil} not be 7 
; but Me/7251:/bed, and that the preſent appearances are 
rd te: Wenly like thofe » ſudden revivals that frequently: 
zeitbet I proceed the total extinction of life; He may. 
d we Etremble at the thoughts of that power with whom — 
prince Wwe are to contend. - He may beterned withthe _ 
varrast notion, that ſoener of later we.muft fall before it? 
wiſhes, end he may therefore be willing to compound for 
A once Wkte and the precarious tenure of à little property, 
is tan - wich the tame ſurrender of his liberties. Was the 
follow-eauſe of the Miniſtry the cauſe of.:Great-Prirain, 
8. * kpported by the united endeavours of the Ae 3 


% 


inflead of being execrated FA peſfics of che ;firft 
character, for wiſeom, courage, experience, nobi- 
_ lity end piety, and oppoſed \ by multitudes Waiting 


for advantages againſt adminiſtration. Was there 
not animmenſe debt of more than1430,000 millions 


feve 
oak! 
adden 
hen 
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Nerlivg, hanging like a milſtope round the neck ate 
of the publie - an exhauſted treaſuny---a decaying - | 
mon 


trade - ard the moſt alarming proſpects to the 
merchant, trader and manufacturer. Were not the een 
internal diſtreſſes of the Nate, through a muhipli- len 
city of poor, the dearneſs df proviſions and a lead He 
of taxes, exceeding great. Did the intereſt and ern. 
oliey of France and Spain require their remain - Nat 
fg in peace with Britain, cd a civil war be- ele 
tween her and the eolonies, inftead of the con- nat, 
trary, Had not the wide Atlantic ſet us at ſo Hen 
great a diſtance from Europe, and the American . * 
winds and ſeafons promiſed us their aſſiſtance in un, 
their reſpeftive months. Had the colenies'been n 
leſs united or zealous. Had not officers of cou- I.! 
rage and conduct, converſant with tlie arts of war, relatie 
and warm for the liberties of mankind, offer d e. 0! 
their aſſiſtance; and Teadily undertook our defence; hole 


And had not the individuals of the Continental M25 
Congreſs, 'repardleſs of threats and: wrath like the te m 

| ware of liens, boldly-ventur'd to engage in CY 
waintaining our common rigbis, upon forming and n 
ſupporting a Continental army, and in appointing untit 
abe Generals to command it; in whom we can heave 
confide and do rejoice, but hom we cannot com - MP 210i 
pliment to any advantage, by reaſon of their being goſnen 
Jo ſuperior to every thing we can offer of that kind, Eero b 
Had they not adopted i joſe meaſures; which will hey! 


9 them 0 Fuller 4 * unleſs ſucceſ el 
Feen ine i 
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revents->Then we. might have had a fearfuf 
ooking for of fiery trials for a long continuance 33 
nd might have felt great diſcoutagemeuts: But, | 

hen, beſides the favourable circumſtances already 

igted at, we reflect, upon the military ſpirit that | 
he Lord of hoſts hath. proyidentially "diffuſed * LL 
hrough the Continent, fo as in ſame tg orercoma 55 


bi- 
ing 
jere 
ions 
\eck- * 
ing 
the 


the be moſt powerful prejudices of edecatien anßg 
ipli- lenomination. 5 that the Britiſh miniſtry have not 

load ucceeded in any one part of their plan, but have 

and Necn involved in greater difficulties every. ttep 

—_—_ | they, taken: that God has wonderfully ap- 
e enred for us. crowning our military operations witty . _ 

cons Wovfv2l: fucceſs, and diſconcerting thoſe of the _ 

it ſo {2-0 + that the Beitiſſr troops, ,inſteed. of tang- 

rican ag at large- without, oppolicien, or driving tha 

ce in Nountry before them and- being at, liberty to riot 

been on che fat of the land. and to gratify their brutal 

cou laſts upon our wives, daughters or more. diitant 

F war; WM elations, are confined withig narrom limits and 

Fer 'd ut oft fram the enjoyment of Ai vers comforts , by. 3 
rence; hole they have been taught; te eanſi erase infa“. 
\ental nous comares:: that our people, who have ſuffer'd. 

de ihe e moſt. 16't very, confidergbly, and beep roduced 

ge in o many aifficulues and hardfhips before unknown, 
ig aod ve, been ſiraagely preſerv'd from, ddetion;rul 
inting tuning, as though: by the ſpecial iter li of 

ve can Mbeavea, and. for far fro mürmuring and; com- 

teom - plainings wherever they have gane, Have been in 5 
-being com mon cheerful a nd; p16al an»-though .:ftra - 

t eind ers before to the deſolations and,gruclues of war, 

hl Izzy have born ihem as if they had been. famille. 
ſnoeell Wen 19.them. When-we tufther. reflect. upog 
enz. e inportance and goudueG of our cadle bar;, 
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„ che number of our enemies has been wonderfulſy 
. kept down from time to time, not withftanding the 


reinforcements they have been frequently teceiv. 
ing; how they on the one hand appear to be 
y greatly diſpirited, while on the other our forces 
dare animated ; that on the fide of adminiſtration 

have been all manner of lies, deceit, wicked cun. 
=: ning, corruption; profaneneſs and blaſphemy ; but 

that multitudes are continually ſupplicating the Wl 

divine favour and bleſſing for us. 1 ſay, when all I cha 


| theſe particulars are conſidered, we are juflified WM Len 
N in hoping, that the proceedings of this day, infled Ml 
98 of being the laſt of the kind will prove the reneg- > 
u! of our conſtitutional privileges, and that this de a 
18 mode of government will be Hebliſbed before the 20 
* Lord. We ſhould certainly febel againſt the So. be 
Vereign of the univerſe in his providential diſpen- 57 


ſations, and reject the divine council communica- 
ted to us by that medium, did we not reſolve to for t 
perſiſt in our preſent oppoſition to the wicked de- 2 
figns of an arbitrary minffiry. And let but the 
ſeveral members ef this honourable houſe of Re- 
proſentatives exert themſelves in their public le- 


giflative and wa Fapacities, to bring back 
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| the manners of the people to what they were ori- 
1 _ ginally, ſo that our children 'may be as aforetime, 


virtuous, difirtereſied; patriotic and pious ; and to; 
extirpate thoſe vices that have crept in unaware 
among us. Let them approve themſelves the ge: 
nuine deſcendants and ſuceeſſors of thoſe that 
compoſed the moſt early aſſemblies. keeping out 
from among them all thoſe evils, that have been 
complained of in paſt years: and we may be al. 

© moſt certain, not #h!y that our aſſemblies will be 
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eſtabliſhed, and our nobles continue to be from a- 
mong ourſelves ; but that the Lord will puniſh 
theſe that oppreſs us, in ſome way or other, as to 
him ſhall ſeem beſt, and lead the world to cry A 
Verily there is a reward for the righteous : werily "| © 
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i No member can conſiſtently take his place, r 

t this de admitted to ſit in the houſe of Aſſembly, who 
re the beſitates about ſetting u government ſeeing,. that : 
16 So- be Continental Congrels adviſed to the latter, no 
iſpen- lels than the. choice of | Repreſentatives. in order 
unica: Not,; and that there is the like original authorit7 
Ive io for the one as the other. ee e 
b ( als nc ants 

ut the He that doss not mean to bear a part in the 
Re. public burdens of tha day, but to eſcape wholly 

lie le- Nunhurt in perfan and property is no patriot; while 
; back * chat / inſtead of ſerving, deſigns only to ſerv es 
re ori- Nuimſelf of the public, to acquire riches a d raiſe 1 is 
-arime. i fortune out of the general calamity, muſt be 
and td really one of the worſt of men; cannot deſerve 1 
aware le Protection of tho ſtate, and hen, diſcover d 
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He is a God that judgeth in the earth : Yea, we 
fron the midſt of us, _ | * OE a | . Fed ji 
than juſt to mendon the few following obſer va- 
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"The wicked and unrighteovs may help it mate 
rally, the one by forſaking his 'witkediefs, and 
the other his untighteouſneſs. The godly by their 

* 3nwrought- fervent + prayers, which avail much 
with their heavenly Father; thus may pious wo- 
men contribute to thꝭ ſucceſs of thoſe armꝭ, which 
the feeblenefs of their ſex will not admit of their 
bearing. Infants may be helpful by moving their 
- parents to exert every nerve, and {train every f. 
New, rather * than train them up to be bond-wen 
und bond: maids to haughty tyfants and mercileß 
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. oppreſſors. The aged and expiring, by encon- 
1 raging all about them not to ſurtender the belt 


pPeoart of that fair patrimony which they are noy 
2 — behind them. The martial and courage 

ous by their perſonal bfavery, The rimid by 
concealing heir fears, withdrawing themſelvel 
Whenever their fears would be apt to appear and 
- produce a daneful influence, and when they dil: 
' courſe upon. public affairs anſiſting upon iht 
divine interpofitions with which we: have been fi 
bobured, and the goodneſt of the cad ſe wherein vi 
arte engaged. Ihe poor may aſſiſt: by gertermining 
that tho” poor they will beifree ; and that if they 
Cannot have riches, they wil not weat chains 
And the rich by the loan of their money, that 

the neceſſary expences may be ſupplied, and th 
defence of the country may not fa pes fe 
Vuͤaant of the tequiſites For-carrying it on. Nothin 
de can be more faulty than for the -rich-to:declin 
* | Hazarding their calh, while. exempted, from 
 zarding their perſons ; nor more ſimple, than fo 
_ © them, through fear ot loſing ſome of their riches 
eo exdanger- the loſing them all, together. rh 
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t mate. Ml cheir liberties, Could the ſtate be ſecured, a pers | 


8; And 
their 


ſon would be provoked by ſuch prepoſterous con- —5„; 
quct to ſay to each of them, confining the words? 
to the body. only, 2% money periſh with thee, 1 
May heaven, influence everyone of us to conti: 
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